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Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in me will live, 
even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.  Do you 
believe this?"  "Yes, Lord," she told him, "I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of 
God, who was to come into the world" (John 11:25-27).  NIV84 
 
Dear Family and Friends of our dear departed sister, Diane Warfield: 
 
Humanly speaking, Diane, at age 57, seemed to be full of life.  She was the youngest of 
three sisters and both of her older sisters are still living.  Humanly speaking, it would seem 
that Diane should still be with us on this earth.   
 
Humanly speaking, Diane was a good person who cared more for others than she did for 
herself.  She didn’t have many earthly treasures, but what she had she shared with others.  
Many people relied on her and she loved being of help to others.  It takes a special person 
to adopt and love as her own someone else’s child, but Diane did that for 37 years.  She 
helped to raise her nieces and nephews, going on field trips with them at times, and they in 
turn loved and respected her for that.  Her family, her extended family, was very important 
to Diane and she spent as much time as she could with them, playing cards and other 
games. 
 
Diane enjoyed games and was a huge fan of sports teams, like Michigan State University, 
Bay City Central, and Michigan Lutheran Seminary.  Of course, this was a special time of 
year for Diane with the Detroit Tigers playing.  Her favorite Tiger was the center-fielder, 
Chet Lemon, from the 1984 World Championship team, but Miguel Cabrera had also found 
a place in her heart.   
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She enjoyed simple things like car rides, and as a member of the “Oh-Oh Squad,” she liked 
watching the police and fire-fighters work.  She never had an enemy, could talk to anyone, 
and had a gift for making people feel comfortable around her.  And so, humanly speaking, it 
doesn’t seem right that Diane should be taken from us so soon. 
 
But just like you and me, Diane was a sinner.  She did not think, speak, and act perfectly all 
the time.  She did not measure up to God’s standard of holiness and perfection, just as you 
and I do not.  Diane knew this and confessed with King David, “Surely I was sinful at 
birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me” (Ps 51:5).   And as the Apostle 
Paul reminds us, “the wages of sin is death.”  So, the only thing any of us deserves from 
God is death—eternal death and punishment in hell.  Because of that, humanly speaking, 
Diane’s death should not surprise us. 
 
However, that is not all that Diane knew.  She also knew that “the gift of God is eternal 
life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Ro 6:23).  Did you catch that?  “The gift of God is 
eternal life.”  A gift cannot be earned; it is simply given.  God gives eternal life through his 
grace, his undeserved love, to each believer in Jesus Christ.  Diane believed in Jesus as 
her one and only Savior from sin.   
 
In our text for today, Jesus, our Savior, spoke the eternal truth that has soothed many a 
troubled heart at a death bed, during a funeral, at a grave site.  Whoever believes in 
Jesus—even though death makes its unwelcome earthly visit—will live.  Whoever lives by 
faith in Jesus will never die.  The life we have in Christ survives death and the grave.  
Physical death does not separate us from God and his Son.  We are alive with him forever 
and will at the last be restored body and soul to enjoy the glories of his heaven. 
 
“Do you believe this?” Jesus asked Martha.  Martha said emphatically, yes, she believed, 
and she identified Jesus as the object of her faith.  She believed he was the Christ.  She 
believed he was the Son of God.  She believed he was the one who was to come into the 
world.  She was confessing Jesus as the Savior sent from heaven.  Such faith gave her life 
that overcomes death.   
Each time Diane came to worship her, in a way, Jesus was asking her just as he asked 
Martha, “Do you believe this?”  Diane’s answer was the same as Martha’s:  an emphatic 
yes!  Therefore we know that Diane has life and is with Jesus right now, waiting for the Last 
Day when her lifeless body will be raised to life and reunited with her soul to enjoy the 
glories of heaven forever.  That is our comfort. 
 
“Do you believe this?”  That question of Jesus probes the heart of every suffering human 
being.  Let it probe your heart today.  Blessed are those who can answer as Martha and 
Diane did, with an emphatic yes, “I believe Jesus is my Savior, the Resurrection and the 
Life.”  Amen. 
 


